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In this issue, we share news on 
projects we’re funding including 
the first 3D-printed prosthetic 
eye which made global headlines,  
the first jointly funded research 
by the charity and Fight for Sight, 
and multi-disciplinary research 
into the design and operation of 

diagnostic hubs led by Professor 
Paul Foster which aims to 
transform the experience for a 
wide range of patients.

We’re pleased to announce the 
appointment of Jyotsna Vohra 
and Kevin McGrath respectively 
to our grants and Oriel board 

sub-committees. Jyotsna 
and Kevin bring a wealth of 
experience, and will also be 
joining the charity’s board of 
trustees in the future. 

A big thank you to our 
supporters including everyone 
who took part in Eye to Eye and 
contributed to the Seahorse 
bioanalyser appeal – we share 
updates on both. We meet 
Robert Stuzer who has taken 
on a foot race in the Sahara to 
fundraise for the charity. We 
hope this inspires you to get 
involved in whatever way you 
can and help change the lives of 
people with sight loss.

We’re delighted to have a 
growing number of volunteers 
from students to retired people 
who are helping at events and 
in our charity hub in the hospital 
at City Road – please come and 
say hello when you’re next at the 
hospital.

We hope you enjoy this issue - 
we’d love to get your feedback 
in the quick survey on the back 
page.

Viewpoint
Robert Dufton, our chief executive

Welcome to our spring issue of Visibility, a time 
of renewal and hopefully a brighter year ahead 
for the NHS. Despite the pressures, Moorfields 
and UCL have continued to innovate and deliver 
excellent care to patients. We’re proud to 
support their work, help them achieve research 
breakthroughs, and make possible dynamic new 
approaches which could revolutionise eye care 
and other NHS services.

Professor Marinko Sarunic starts 
in new leading imaging role 
Professor Marinko Sarunic has started as the new Moorfields Eye 
Charity chair in advanced ocular imaging at UCL. We’re funding this 
professorship combining world leading engineering and vision  
science, and created in partnership with the UCL Institute of 
Ophthalmology and the UCL Department of Medical Physics and 
Biomedical Engineering.

“I’m excited to grow my research 
through new collaborations to help 
in the fight against vision robbing 
diseases – thank you to the charity 
for supporting this role.”
Professor Marinko Sarunic

UCL believes that in working across disciplines and 
working closely with practitioners, they can make 
a significant difference to patients’ outcomes and 
contribute to the future of eye health.

Have you or someone you know been diagnosed 
with glaucoma or age-related macular 
degeneration? The Moorfields Education team are 
running free online courses on major eye conditions, 
led by world-leading experts at Moorfields and the 
UCL Institute of Ophthalmology who are at the 
forefront of research. 

These introductory courses are open to everyone 
including patients, their friends, family and carers. 
They will help you to better understand the 
condition and ongoing treatment and care,  
with advice on practical aspects of daily living  
with this eye condition.

Online courses on  
eye conditions

To find out more visit www.bit.ly/moorfields-courses

“I’m very proud that we’ve 
produced such accessible learning – 
demystifying eye conditions and giving 
people the practical help they need.”
Marcus Pederson, Learning 
technologist, Moorfields Education

Supported by Moorfields Eye Charity and The James Tudor Foundation.

Our news
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Ramkaran Singh, a patient at 
Moorfields and supporter of the 
charity has won the £25,000 
prize playing our weekly lottery! 

He has decided to give the money 

to his two grandsons, to support 
them whilst they’re at university.

For as little as £1 a week, you  
can help us invest in life-
changing eye care and be in with 
a chance of winning some huge 
prizes at the same time.

Fundraising news

Walking Eye to Eye 
to fundraise for 
Moorfields
It was a wonderful weekend with everyone  
coming together for Eye to Eye 2022 in London  
on 20 March. We also held our virtual version,  
My Eye to Eye between 19-20 March.

For those of you who walked, ran or rode their  
bike to fundraise for Moorfields, thank you for 
being part of #TeamMoorfields. We hope you  
had a fun day out and are feeling well rested!

“Thank you from everyone at the 
charity, Moorfields and UCL – we 
couldn’t do what we do without 
your support, you’re making a better 
future for people with sight loss.”
Jo Green, Head of fundraising and 
engagement

Lottery winner

“I’ve been playing the Moorfields Eye Charity lottery  
for nearly three years - it was my way of saying thank 
you for the amazing treatment provided to my wife and I. 
I’ve never won anything, so when they phoned me to tell 
me I had won £25,000 I couldn’t believe it. I had to ask 
the man from the charity to repeat it, and slowly!”
Ramkaran Singh

Play our lottery - visit the Unity website meclottery.org

Plans for the new centre for advancing eye health 
have moved a step closer with the approval of the 
UCL business case, finalisation of building designs 
and identification of a preferred developer for the 
Moorfields and UCL sites on City Road.

Oriel is the joint initiative between Moorfields Eye 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, the UCL Institute 
of Ophthalmology and Moorfields Eye Charity for 
treatment, research and education that would see 
services move to a brand new integrated centre 
on the site of St Pancras Hospital. It will enable 
closer collaboration to speed up the delivery of 
treatments for countless patients with sight loss.

The Moorfields’ full business case will be submitted 
for approval in spring 2022, with the appointment of 
a building contractor to follow subject to approvals.

Thank you to the generous donors who are helping to secure the future of eye health on 
a global scale. If you’d like to find out how you can get involved, contact Rachel Jones on 
rachel.jones310@nhs.net or 020 7521 4610.

A massive thank you from the charity and 
researchers at the UCL Institute of Ophthalmology 
to everyone who gave so generously to the 
charity’s summer appeal for a Seahorse 
bioanalyser. We exceeded our target of £132,000 - 
it was one of our most successful appeals ever.

This crucial piece of equipment, for the study of 
mitochondria and major eye conditions, is now 
installed at UCL. The researchers are excited about 
the opportunities to take research into new fields 
with potentially life-changing consequences for 
millions of people. 

“I was delighted to see a queue of scientists in the laboratory, eager to get  
to know how to use this equipment to investigate their research questions  
on loss of vision. The Seahorse brings a new dimension to our investigations 
and I look forward to hearing about the outcomes as research progresses.”
Professor Alison Hardcastle, Deputy director of research,  
UCL Institute of Ophthalmology

Seahorse bioanalyser installed at UCL

Oriel – building for the future of eye health

Architectural impression, courtesy of AECOM / Penoyre & Prasad / White Arkitekter
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Multi-disciplinary research
We’re funding research to be carried out as part of 
HERCULES, with generous support from The Miss 
Barbara Mary Wilmot Discretionary Trust. The 
research led by an exceptional team will gather 
high quality data in a short, 12 month time period. 
The results will underpin and strengthen the team’s 
applications for larger grant funding to take the 
findings onto the crucial next stage.

The intensive multi-disciplinary research involves 
architects, engineers and mathematicians. This 
dynamic world-class working group is creating a 
valuable, precious data resource for investigating 

both efficiency of movement and safety for 
patients and staff.

The ability to directly measure assessment 
times together with the movement patterns 
of patients and staff is only rarely available 
within a healthcare environment. The aim of 
the project is to understand the factors which 
promote efficiency of movement in a diagnostic 
hub. This includes minimising the movement of 
people and staff and testing new configurations 
of equipment, exploring the implications for the 
safety of staff and patients.

The pandemic has presented the 
biggest challenges to healthcare 
delivery in living memory. But it 
has also accelerated innovations. 
From the start of the pandemic 
Moorfields adapted quickly, 
introducing new diagnostic hubs 
including Hoxton, a standalone 
diagnostic hub in East London.

Professor Paul Foster, consultant 
ophthalmologist at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital and professor of 
ophthalmic epidemiology and 
glaucoma studies at UCL, and 
his large multi-disciplinary team 
have converted a disused retail 

unit in Brent Cross shopping 
centre into a major new facility. 
This spacious diagnostic hub 
monitored patients with chronic 
eye disease in an easily accessible 
location. The National Institute 
for Health Research (NIHR) has 
provided the initial funding for 
HERCULES (Healthcare Exemplar 
for Recovery from Covid-19 
by Use of Linear Examination 
Systems), this ambitious clinical 
innovation setting.

Diagnostic hubs take patients 
through a series of eye tests, 
maximised for time- and space-

efficiency, which are then 
individually reviewed online. This 
frees up time for consultants to 
spend with patients who need 
more specialist care.

Potential to design for the future
This research has the potential to inform and 
transform clinical service delivery to help minimise 
risk from airborne and surface transmissible 
viruses and other pathogens.

This research aims to provide a template for the 
future delivery of high capacity, safe, user-friendly 
eye care such as designed in Oriel, Moorfields’ 
new home - the centre for advancing eye health 
opening in 2026.

Ultimately, the data and knowledge will shape 
the design of diagnostic hubs and hospitals for 
ophthalmology and other outpatient NHS activity 
in the coming years. 

“We believe the application of advanced spatial analysis, mathematical 
modelling of flow and capacity of the clinic system, and air quality and 
ventilation flow measures, have never before been used to examine the 
optimal design and configuration of outpatient clinics.”
Professor Paul Foster

“Our work in the diagnostic hub will 
set standards for a novel model of 
clinical care, the principles of which 
will be applicable to many other high 
volume NHS outpatient settings such 
as orthopaedics and cardiology. This 
research plays an important part in 
future delivery.”
Professor Paul Foster

Funded by Moorfields Eye Charity, with generous 
philanthropic support from The Miss Barbara Mary 
Wilmot Discretionary Trust.

Even before the pressures of the Covid-19 
pandemic, it was well-documented that there 
was a service capacity deficit in NHS hospital 
eye care. With an ageing population, the 
number of people in the UK living with sight 
loss is going to increase dramatically in the 
future. There is an urgency to investigate the 
delivery of services to meet the rise in demand 
for eye appointments and care.

Transforming  
future service delivery

The number of people in 
the UK with sight loss is 

estimated to rise to

2.7 million by 2030
The current figure will double to 

over 4 million
by 2050
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Inherited retinal diseases are the 
commonest cause of blindness 
amongst working age adults in 
the UK. They are caused by faults 
(also called mutations) in our 
genetic code or DNA. 

One example is the CRB1 gene. 
When mutations exist in this 
gene, individuals can develop 
different patterns of sight loss. 
Individuals with Leber congenital 
amaurosis experience sight 
loss from birth, while people 
with retinitis pigmentosa have 
progressive sight loss from later 
in childhood or early adulthood, 
beginning with difficulties 
seeing in the dark and loss of 
the peripheral field of vision. 
Mutations in the CRB1 gene can 

also lead to the loss of central 
vision involving thinning of the 
macula in some individuals.

We are jointly funding, with Fight 
for Sight, a research project led 
by Professor Mariya Moosajee, 
consultant ophthalmologist 
at Moorfields Eye Hospital. 
This research will focus on 
understanding how mutations  
in the CRB1 gene give rise to 
a range of clinical features of 
varying severity. 

This research aims to inform 
future research and ultimately 
benefit patients directly. A fuller 
understanding of the condition 
will help clinicians provide 
patients with information on  
the time-course of their disease 

and determine their suitability  
for gene therapy or other 
possible treatments.

A patient-centred approach
The current process to supply ocular prosthetics 
to patients has changed very little over 50 years. 
Ocularists create a mould of the patient’s eye 
by injecting dental alginate into the patient’s 
socket. The ocularist then crafts a prosthetic eye 
by hand.

Currently, patients wait up to 24 weeks to 
receive a prosthetic eye but using a digital 
process could halve the manufacturing time.

This approach aims to harness new technology 
to engineer 3D printed ocular prosthetics 
designed on individual patient data, using non-
invasive imaging. It will provide patients who 
have suffered eye loss with quality prosthetics 
faster than ever before. 

Lord and Lady Drayson visited Moorfields Eye 
Hospital on the day that the patient Steve Verze, 
had the prosthetic eye fitted. Lord Drayson himself 
has a prosthetic eye and his generous support is 
improving the process for this patient and others 
worldwide.

The clinical trial is the next important step in this 
programme, supported by Moorfields Eye Charity 
and the Drayson Foundation. It will look at 3D 
printing ocular prosthetics based on individual 
patient data gathered via non-invasive methods.

Pioneering 3D printing for eye patients
The first patient in the world was supplied with a fully digital  
3D printed prosthetic eye at Moorfields Eye Hospital and made global 
headlines. We’re proud to invest in this ground-breaking work led by 
Professor Mandeep Sagoo, consultant ophthalmic surgeon, thanks to  
a generous donation from the Drayson Foundation.

This project has been supported by Moorfields Eye Charity through the generous philanthropy 
of the Drayson Foundation and enabled by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 
Moorfields Biomedical Research Centre.

“The loss of an eye can affect 
confidence, mental health and quality 
of life as well as vision. We’re very 
pleased to be able to support this 
world-leading technology.”
Lord Drayson

We’re very pleased to be funding research jointly with Fight for Sight. 
Funding partnerships promote the innovative work supported by medical 
research charities and help us achieve more as an eye health sector.

Research into inherited retinal disease

Joint funding  
with Fight  
for Sight

We collaborate with a wide range of partners in 
our shared vision of making a difference to the 
lives of people with sight loss. 

We have existing partnerships with Diabetes UK and 
the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR).

We’re co-funding research with Diabetes UK which 
aims to provide robust and timely information on 
the effects of treatment interruption for people 
with diabetic macular oedema and help guide 
future management. 

We’ve also joined forces with the NIHR to invest 
in training and development opportunities for 

future leaders, offering a range of NIHR fellowships 
from pre-doctoral through to PhD and up to pre-
professorial level career stages. 

1 in 7 grants awarded by AMRC members were 
funded in collaboration with other organisations

In the UK 60-70,000 people and 
over 8 million people worldwide 
wear a prosthetic eye

Public
bodies 26%

AMRC
charities 19% Other

charities 14%

Royal Colleges
& Societies 10%

Private
sector 5%

1 in 7 grants awarded by AMRC members were 
funded in collaboration with other organisations

Lord and Lady Drayson (centre) visiting 
Moorfields Eye Hospital

Patient Steve Verze

Professor Mariya Moosajee
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What’s your connection to 
Moorfields?
I’ve been a patient of Moorfields since being 
diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa 10 years ago.  

What inspired you to run the 
Marathon des Sables?
I was in awe of a work colleague who undertook 
the race - it seemed completely unobtainable and  
I never dreamed I could compete.

How else have you supported the 
charity?
In the past, I have run the London Marathon to 
raise money for the charity. I have also organised 
rock concerts and discos with my wife and taken 
part in Eye to Eye. 

Tell us about your training and how 
you are preparing for the challenge?
I have a hamstring injury and combine trail 
running, gym work with an injury coach, regular 
yoga and cardio sessions. I’ve just successfully 
completed the 70k Country to Capital race and  
I’m about to compete in the 66 mile Pilgrims 
Challenge race.

Why is the charity’s work so 
important to you?
Moorfields has been a pillar of support throughout 
my journey over the last decade. As a patient  
I’ve seen the critical impact the charity has 
supporting Moorfields’ world-leading work to 
combat eye disorders affecting all age groups.  
If I can help such a great charity in bettering the 
lives of so many others in such life changing ways, 
it seems to me like a win-win!

Find out more about Rob’s challenge at www.moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/impact-stories/rob-stuzer

Long term supporter and extreme 
fundraiser, Rob Stuzer, has taken 
on his biggest challenge yet to 
fundraise for the charity. At the 
time of going to print, he was 
preparing to undertake the world’s 
toughest foot race in the Sahara – 
the Marathon des Sables (MDS). 
Trekking 255km over six days, Rob will be 
carrying all his kit and food over sand dunes, in 
temperatures of up to 50+ degrees. We salute you 
Rob and hope that you’re now having some well-
deserved relaxation time!

Lifting the lid on will making

By Jackie Birch, Legacy development manager, Moorfields Eye Charity
There are many reasons for putting off writing a will, sometimes the prospect is just too 
daunting, but it’s a really important thing to do. Whatever your situation, having a valid will 

makes it much easier for the people you leave behind.

As legacy development manager, I have a background of providing information and guidance around 
wills and whilst you should always seek specific professional advice regarding your own personal 
circumstances, I am happy to help guide you through the will making process, answering questions and 
providing information to help your decision-making.

I’ve found it helps to break down the process - the four main component parts are:

• What have I got? Your assets, all that you own (assuming you passed away yesterday)

• Who do I want to have it? Your spouse/partner, children, favourite charity 

• Who will organise everything? Your executors ensure your wishes are met

• How do I have the will written? What are my options?

Moorfields Eye Charity offers free online will writing through Bequeathed, underpinned  
by a half hour in person (or telephone/virtual) consultation with a solicitor.

If this is of interest and you would like more 
information, or you have any other questions, 
please get in touch with Jackie Birch on 
jacqueline.birch1@nhs.net or 020 7521 4697

For more detail on Bequeathed online visit  
www.moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/free-will-writing

Supporter story – crossing the Sahara

https://moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/impact-stories/rob-stuzer
mailto:jacqueline.birch1%40nhs.net?subject=
https://moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/free-will-writing


Get in touch
For further details: Tel: 020 7566 2565 Email: moorfields.eyecharity@nhs.net

If you have a specific enquiry:
Individual giving – John Painter 020 7566 2633 or john.painter1@nhs.net

Leaving a gift in your will – Jackie Birch 020 7521 4697 or jacqueline.birch1@nhs.net

Fundraising events – Holly Hollis 020 7521 4614 or holly.hollis@nhs.net

Philanthropic giving – Julide Troedson 020 7521 4610 or julide.troedson@nhs.net

Oriel fundraising campaign – Rachel Jones 020 7521 4610 or rachel.jones310@nhs.net

Research and grant making programme – Ailish Murray 020 7566 2632 or ailish.murray1@nhs.net

Volunteering – Joanne Green 020 7521 4614 or joanne.green28@nhs.net  

There are many ways in which you can support us: set up a regular 
direct debit, leave a gift to us in your will, do your own fundraising, play 
the lottery, or donate to one of our seasonal appeals are just a few.
Regular giving – support us with a regular gift and have an impact on the future of eye health

Lottery – play our weekly lottery and support Moorfields too

Fundraising event – cycling, running or walking – we have lots of challenges to get you active

DIY fundraising – hold a cake sale, play a 24 hour game-athon - you can be as creative as you like!

Remember us in your will - become part of our supporters’ circle - the Moorfields Visionaries

Summer appeal – look out for this launching in June

Visit moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk for more details on the projects we fund

Registered Charity No 1140679 Registered No 7543237 

Moorfields Eye Charity is a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered  
in England and Wales Registered office 162 City Road, London, EC1V 2PD © April 2022

moorfieldseyecharitylondon             @eyecharity             instagram.com/moorfields_eye_charity

How you can get involved
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