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Viewpoint
Robert Dufton, our chief executive

Welcome to our autumn issue 
of Visibility – our bi-annual 
newsletter. It’s a very difficult time 
for everyone due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and we hope you and 
your families are well. Your support 
of the NHS has never been more 
critical. Thank you to everyone 
who gave so generously to our 
emergency coronavirus appeal – 
we can’t thank you enough.
We’re now supporting Moorfields to build on the 
innovative approaches of the last few months 
- optimising technology and investing in critical 
research by asking for your regular support.  
The winter appeal will be a further opportunity  
to support our work – please look out for it when  
it launches in November.

In this issue, read about how pioneering gene 
therapy research, in partnership with Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, has seen encouraging 
results from surgery. We’re also co-funding  
a project with Diabetes UK looking at the impact  
of Covid-19.

We launched our impact report over the summer 
showing how with your help we invested almost 
£5 million over the last year to support NHS 
staff and patients, research breakthroughs and 
education. You can see the full report online.

We’re pleased to launch Eye to Eye 2021, our 
annual fundraising walk, this year with a virtual 
option. And if you’d like to receive regular updates 
from the charity - please sign up for our quarterly 
e-newsletter on the website.

We also have a new space in the hospital - our 
charity hub, come and see it when you’re visiting.

Thank you once again for all your support,  
we couldn’t do what we do without you.

Consultation with local residents and businesses 
about the design of the new building has informed 
the production of the planning application which 
was submitted to Camden Council in October.

Philanthropy is key to helping us make this global 
centre for advancing eye health a reality – the 
vision of a partnership between Moorfields Eye 

Hospital, UCL and the charity. In partnership with 
UCL we are committed to raising £100 million in 
philanthropic support for Oriel.

Thank you to donors who have committed their 
support to date. Please get in touch if you’d like to 
hear more - so that together we can create this 
new world-leading home for ophthalmology.

Shaping the future of Oriel

Plans for the delivery of Oriel, the proposed integrated centre for 
research, patient eye-care and education at the St Pancras Hospital site, 
are forging ahead. Bringing together the work of Moorfields and the UCL 
Institute of Ophthalmology, it has the potential to increase the scale and 
speed of progress from research discovery to clinical practice, with even 
better outcomes for patients. New developments and practices will also 
reach the wider world through education and training.

Artist’s impression of 
what the new building 
could look like

Our news

Meet 
some 
of the 
team
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We raised £283,000 from 
individuals and organisations 
including NHS Charities Together 
and the EBM Charitable Trust – 
making it our most successful 
appeal to date. Thank you to 
everyone who gave so generously 
to support staff and patients.

We’ve been able to show how 
much you appreciate the hard 
work and dedication of NHS staff 

at Moorfields and other NHS 
sites. One way we’ve supported 
is by giving Moorfields staff gift 
vouchers to treat themselves.  
We also sent lunch vouchers  
on a weekly basis.

We’re working with the trust 
to invest this funding in new 
initiatives which will bring  
long-lasting benefits to staff  
and patients, particularly around 
their health and wellbeing.

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
caused disruption to routine 
clinical services across the UK 
with appointments deferred. 
During the pandemic and into 
the recovery phase, clinical 
services at Moorfields trialled 
new approaches including 

prioritisation of appointments 
based on risk, use of video A&E 
and clinics, and support services 
for patients to self-care at home.

We’re jointly funding a 
project with Diabetes UK, 
supporting research by Mr 
Ranjan Rajendram, consultant 

ophthalmic surgeon at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital, looking at the 
effects of deferring treatment of 
diabetic macular oedema. Diabetic 
macular oedema (DMO) is a 
leading cause of visual impairment 
in diabetes and people with DMO 
are routinely treated with periodic 
intra-ocular injections helping 
reduce abnormal fluid build-up.
The findings of this project with 
Diabetes UK could pave the way 
for the development of new 
clinical pathways of uninterrupted 
care for at-risk individuals during 
pandemic periods or adapted to 
other routine clinical services in 
the NHS.

Congratulations to Moorfields Eye 
Hospital’s Young People’s Advisory 
Group (eyeYPAG), for winning 
an award for Patient and Public 
Involvement and Engagement 
(PPIE) issued by the Biomedical 
Research Centre (BRC).

Young people aged between 
10 and 17 are working with 

researchers to explore eye 
conditions and treatments. This 
group, which is funded by the 
charity, launched in early 2019 
and is the first young people’s 
advisory group focused on vision 
and eye health in the UK. 

We’re delighted the group’s hard 
work has been recognised.

Coronavirus emergency appeal
“I have received my voucher - thank you so much! 
The last months have been extremely challenging 
for us all, it’s so lovely to have this recognised.”
Barbara Strahan, St George’s Hospital

Fundraising news stories

“We are so excited that the eyeYPAG won this award! We’ve had a great first 
year – learning together. The group is going from strength to strength and 
the award has really given us a boost for the next stage of our journey.” 
Louca-Mai Brady, strategic lead for young people’s advisory group

Award won by Young  
People’s Advisory Group 

Partnership with Diabetes UK

Moorfields staff have been working tirelessly to 
keep essential services running during the Covid-19 
pandemic whilst innovating quickly and creatively 
using video consultations and seeing A&E patients 
remotely. We want to push the spirit of innovation 
even further and plan for the future. Now more than 

ever, your dependable support is urgently needed. 
Please consider supporting us with a regular gift and 
visit moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/regular-giving
Please also look out for our winter appeal which 
will support the volunteering work that the 
Friends of Moorfields Eye Hospital do.

Christmas raffle –  
win £5,000
You could win the jackpot of £5,000 just before 
Christmas, with a second prize of £750 and 10 
third prizes of £125. You not only have the chance 
to win big but you can also help to support the 
amazing work of Moorfields Eye Hospital. 

Find out more and play online at  
moorfieldseyecharity.charitylotteries.co.uk

Eye to Eye – choose to  
walk with us or join virtually
Sunday 21 March 2021
We are planning for our annual fundraising walk 
- Eye to Eye to take place in person, but with 
the ever changing situation, we are also offering 
virtual Eye to Eye for the first time, so you can 
support us from wherever you live. Whether you 
come together with us to walk four or 14 miles  
past London landmarks, or plan a walk from  
your own doorstep, you’ll make a difference to  
the lives of countless people with sight loss.

Sign up at  
moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk/eyetoeye2021   

#TeamMoorfields

Supporting the future of eye health

For more information visit  
generationr.org.uk/eye-ypag
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Advancing gene therapy  
for children with sight loss
Moorfields and UCL researchers have 
made great strides in advancing our 
understanding and treatments for people 
affected by inherited retinal diseases.  
Gene therapy has the potential to  
positively impact children and adults  
with these conditions.

Moorfields surgeons 
have carried out 
pioneering eye gene 
therapy treatment at 
Great Ormond Street 
Hospital following over 
ten years of research.

Professor James Bainbridge, 
retinal surgeon at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital and Great Ormond 
Street Hospital, and Professor 
of Retinal Studies at UCL, and 
colleagues, have advanced 

their gene therapy research 
programme over the last decade 
which has contributed to recent 
gene therapy treatments for 
a form of Leber’s Congenital 
Amaurosis (LCA).

Inherited retinal diseases (IRDs) are a group  
of rare blinding conditions caused by one of 
more than 250 different genes. Some people 
living with IRDs experience a gradual loss of 
vision, often leading to complete blindness.  
Others may be born with or experience  
vision loss in infancy or early childhood.

Gene therapy is a novel 
technique that can replace 
faulty genes in the cells with 
their healthy versions to treat 
or prevent inherited disease. 
Genes are packaged into 
harmless viruses, or vectors, 
for delivery into cells.  
The viruses are modified  
so they can’t cause disease. 
Surgery is used to target the 
vector to the cells that need 
the gene.

“The ability to provide gene therapy is a major landmark in NHS care.  
The overarching aim is to improve aspects of vision and to protect  
against sight loss by slowing degeneration”
Professor James Bainbridge

Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis

Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis 
(LCA) is a rare inherited retinal 
condition and is the most 
common form of inherited sight 
loss in children. LCA causes 
the specialised light-sensing 
photoreceptor cells at the back 
of the eye to stop working 

properly which causes vision loss. 
A rare form of LCA is caused by 
defects in the gene AIPL1 (LCA4). 
It is more severe and has an 
earlier onset than other forms.  
In a world-first for this condition, 
surgeons Mr Chien Wong, Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, Royal 

Free and Moorfields consultant 
ophthalmologist, and Professor 
James Bainbridge, delivered 
pioneering gene therapy 
treatment to a two year old 
patient. Six months later, 
both surgeons said they were 
encouraged by her progress.

Looking to the future
Importantly, the evidence 
gained from research to date 
and treatments already in use 
to help children with LCA could 
inform other rare as well as 
more common eye diseases.  
It would also provide confidence 
that intervening early in a 
rapidly progressing disease  
can be effective.

Moorfields Eye Charity funds 
Professor Bainbridge’s gene 
therapy research.
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This vital service will provide 
children and young people with 
individual psychological and 
emotional support. Moorfields sees 
over 70,000 paediatric patients a 
year from all over the UK.

The funding will enable 
Moorfields’ children’s counselling 
services to bring on board an 
additional part-time counsellor. 
This will ensure the hospital 
can deliver counselling support 
to more children, significantly 
the counselling is also being 
extended to 16-18 year olds,  
who currently cannot access 
adult services.

The counsellor will work closely 
with families and co-ordinate 
with external agencies including 
schools and visual impairment 

services. Sessions can be tailored 
to the age of the child, for 
example using toys and play  
to aid conversations with 
younger patients.

The impact on children
Many children and young people 
will be helped by this project.

Children will complete a survey 
before and after the session to 

understand their progress, for 
example their feelings about  
life, social situations, school  
and family members.

Thank you to the London 
Freemasons and Masonic 
Charitable Foundation for 
supporting this special project  
to help children affected by  
sight loss. 

The grant from London 
Freemasons comes through the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation, 
which is funded by freemasons, 
their families and friends, from 
across England and Wales.

In the past, at St George’s Hospital, babies at risk 
of developing retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) 
were often transferred to other hospitals such as 
Great Ormond Street. Introducing this equipment 
at St George’s, means premature babies, who 
are often quite ill, do not need to be transferred 
between multiple hospitals.

How does the camera work?
The screening technology includes specialist 
imaging equipment which visualises the back of the 
eye and helps clinicians identify babies who are at 
risk of ROP. ROP can lead to permanent sight loss  
if not treated early.

The portable system allows wide field images to 
be gathered - meaning more of the retina can be 
pictured quickly, while also being compact and 
easy to use. Importantly, it can reduce the time 

which these small infants need to be held during  
these examinations. 

The difference to premature babies
Babies who are at risk of ROP can be identified 
early, and it helps parents understand their 
child’s condition and make informed decisions 
about treatment. Parents will also be able to see 
the effects of their baby’s treatment, whereas 
previously the use of diagrams and standard 
photographs were the only option. 

This equipment will help a large number of infants 
and their families each year, and also be a useful 
tool in training future clinicians.

We’re pleased to be able to support Moorfields’ 
network sites and fund technology critical for 
retinal imaging which is rapidly becoming the 
standard of care internationally.

Specialist imaging technology  
for premature babies
We’re co-funding equipment at St George’s Hospital with St George’s 
Hospital Charity and Charity First Touch. It will be used for retinal 
imaging in premature babies at risk of developing retinopathy of 
prematurity. This technology will give clinicians local access to 
specialist equipment and reduce anxiety for parents.

We’d like to thank supporters for their valued donations to help this project.

Specialist counselling sessions are being 
expanded at Moorfields thanks to a grant from 
the Masonic Charitable Foundation who have 
generously made an award to Moorfields Eye 
Charity. The anxiety and stress felt by children 
and young people affected by sight loss can be 
overwhelming. We know that early intervention 
and support can make all the difference.

“The impact of counselling can be transformational. 
We want to meet psychological and emotional 
needs early on and help children cope and respond 
to distressing change as a result of sight loss. We 
are incredibly grateful for the support we have from 
London Freemasons to support this important work.”
Mally Scrutton, paediatric matron at the Richard 
Desmond Children’s Eye Centre

Expanding children’s counselling

70k+
Over 70,000 paediatric 

patients a year

Visibility  |  9
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Kenneth Essex – 
superstar supporter
Kenneth Essex, a celebrated viola 
player and patient at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital, took on an incredible 
challenge before his 100th birthday 
and raised over £20,000 for the 
charity. Ken walked 10km over ten 
days to raise funds for research 
into macular degeneration.
After serving in the Royal Marines during the 
second world war, Ken had a very successful music 
career. His viola can be heard on The Beatles 
‘Yesterday’ as well as ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ 
and ‘Fawlty Towers’. He was also part of the 
Eurovision Song Contest orchestra the year Abba 
won with ‘Waterloo’.

Thank you Ken and everyone who has walked, cycled, baked and more for 
Moorfields Eye Charity to support the hospital – you’re all amazing!

What inspired you to take on this 
challenge?
I had such wonderful treatment from Moorfields 
that I wanted to give them something back. And as 
Captain Sir Thomas Moore did a walk, I thought to 
myself, I could do that myself and more.

What does Moorfields mean to you?
I am currently having treatment for macular 
degeneration in both eyes at Moorfields, thanks  
to our splendid NHS. The treatment I have  
received has been exceptional, especially at  
this difficult time.

How did you feel on completing  
the walk?
I was delighted, and to have such amazing support 
from friends, family and neighbours. There was 
such a wonderful atmosphere at the final lap, with 
so many people coming out to cheer me on.

What are your tips for others to stay 
healthy at 100?
I’m continuing to do the walk once or twice 
every day, whenever possible, as my mobility has 
improved so much. I have also met new neighbours 
– it’s benefitted my physical and mental health.

Free wills for 
charity supporters 
with Bequeathed

We understand how important 
a will can be to give you peace 
of mind and to ensure that the 
people and causes you care about 
the most are looked after in the 

future. That’s why we’ve teamed 
up with Bequeathed to offer 
a free, easy-to-use online will 
writing service to our supporters. 
You can write a will for free, from 

the comfort of your own home 
using the Bequeathed service.

There is no obligation to leave a 
gift to the charity when you use 
this service, but all gifts are very 
gratefully received. Leaving a gift 
to Moorfields Eye Charity using 
the Bequeathed service costs  
you nothing now and will make  
a huge difference to the future  
of eye health. 

Gifts in wills are vital to our work supporting 
Moorfields and the UCL Institute of 
Ophthalmology. We are hugely grateful to  
all of our supporters who choose to remember 
the charity in this way.



Get in touch for further details:
Tel: 020 7566 2565

Email: moorfields.eyecharity@nhs.net

If you have a specific enquiry:
Individual giving – John Painter 020 7566 2633 or john.painter1@nhs.net

Leaving a gift in your will – Helen Wheeler 020 7521 4697 or helen.wheeler8@nhs.net

Fundraising events – Joanne Green 020 7521 4614 or joanne.green28@nhs.net

Major giving, trusts and foundations – Emma Rowe 020 7521 4693 or emma.rowe6@nhs.net

Oriel fundraising campaign – Rachel Jones 020 7521 4610 or rachel.jones310@nhs.net

Research and grant making programme – Ailish Murray 020 7566 2632 or ailish.murray1@nhs.net

Volunteering – Holly Hollis 020 7521 4614 or holly.hollis@nhs.net

Be part of investing in life-changing eye health
There are many ways in which you can support us: set up a regular direct debit, leave a gift to us in your will, 
join one of our fundraising events, play the lottery, or donate to one of our seasonal appeals are just a few.

Eye to Eye – Sunday 21 March 2021, our annual fundraising walk including a virtual event this year

Regular giving appeal – support us with a regular gift and have an impact on the future of eye health

Lottery – play our weekly lottery and give to Moorfields too

Christmas raffle – win our jackpot of £5,000 just before Christmas

Winter appeal – support Friends of Moorfields in the hospital, launching in November

Visit moorfieldseyecharity.org.uk for more details including the projects we fund

How you can get involved
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